
We Are Full...Now What? 

January 8, 2008 was a very significant day for 
Bethesda Outreach. It was an exciting day in 
that the social workers dropped off three 
new children to be come part of our village. 
That event meant that we had received 
placement of  eleven new children in just un-
der a year. We were all very happy to  
welcome six-year old Rose, her three-year 
old brother Mike, and their foster brother, 
four-year old Amo. These three children came 
to us from the same foster care facility that 
we had received five-year old Steve and 
seven-year old Maria from back in  
December. All of us here at Bethesda are 
rejoicing and thanking God for the gift of so 
many new children in the last year.  

Not only did the adding of these new children 
bring great joy to each of us, they also bring 
a new challenge. Bethesda Outreach is now 
full to its capacity. All of our families are  
currently running with their maximum of eight 
children in a household. Until we can build a 
new home and take on new house parents, 
we cannot take in any more children. We are 
praying that this year’s project of building a 
new home will be completely funded and  
underway soon so we may begin taking in 
new children again. We have gotten to the 
point in our ministry here that social workers 
now want to place children with us, but we 
can only take placements of children when we 
have vacancies due to our commitment to 

raising these children in godly  
families. 

Though many of our house mothers 
would gladly take in more children if 
it meant more of these precious little 
ones would have a family, we all 
know that we must trust God to  
provide the funding and the people 
to maintain our standard of ministry.  

We are extremely grateful to God 
for each of the wonderful children He 
has entrusted us with and are looking 
forward to how He continues to work 
in the lives of everyone here at  
Bethesda.  
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A Note From the 
Teacher’s Desk 

Prayer Requests: 
 

• Pray for recovery from this sick-
ness that continues wreak havoc 
on my stamina. 

• Pray for all of us gals living on 
the Bethesda property as we are 
beginning a weekly Bible study 
together this month. 

• Pray that I would continue to 
develop relationships and become 
involved in ministry at Central 
Baptist Church of Pretoria. 

•  My support is still about 10%/
month low. Pray for support to 
come in and for me to manage 
well with the resources that have 
already been entrusted with.  

Upcoming Events: 

Student Teacher, Katie 
Aulie Arrives  

2/5 

Mixons travel to  
Lusaka in Zambia to 
do consultation for  
possible orphan  
ministry 

2/8 
 

JCA Parent/ Teacher 
Conferences 

2/11—
2/13 

My quarter-century 2/14 

All Staff Retreat 2/15—
2/17 

Michele Geurink’s 
birtheday 

2/19 

Interns Arrive 
Each of us here at Bethesda is very grateful for the blessing of interns. Interns are 
young people who join us here at Bethesda for anywhere from one month up to a 
year and assist with many different ministries. Our interns fill many roles; they assist 
with childcare, they do tutoring at the school, help organize our school library, act as 
substitute teachers when the regular teachers are sick, file documents, help with teams, 
and many other projects that may come up throughout their time here at Bethesda.  

We are very thankful to have with use right now Miss Nichole Finklea and Miss Alyssa 
Callison. Nichole and Alyssa currently have the primary responsibility of assisting in 
the school, but are also working on many other things at the same time. For example, 
Alyssa has also taken on the role of assisting Michele in the office with the new curio 
project we have begun with the children and Nichole works after school on in home 
tutoring with some of our school children and older children that go to local high 
schools off our property.  

Six-year old Rose had to make some quick 

adjustments when she arrived at Bethesda. 

Not only did she have 5 new siblings, she 

also began grade R (kindergarten) at our 

school the very next day. Rose is doing 

well and seems to be very happy to have a 

new family. 



and sticking to the little bit of rou-
tine they have right now.  

Our theme at Jabulane this year is 
“Others First.” We have been 
learning from Philippians 2 in our 
morning openings and our chapel 
time with the children. They are 
quite busy memorizing the first five 
verses of the chapter, of which most 
of them have completed. It is great 
to have discussions with these chil-
dren each morning and hearing 
ideas from them on how they can 
“look to the interests of others” and 
do things without “complaining or 
arguing.” It is also a great chal-
lenge to us as teachers to model the 
behaviour that we are looking for 
from our students.  

We are getting ready to begin our 
fourth week of school at Jabulane 
Christian Academy and we are busy! 
Teaching five grades in one room 
with two teachers and at times two 
interns can be very busy. Most of our 
students have adapted to the con-
stantly changing environment and are 
doing very well. Some of the children 
are still getting used to the idea that 
they will have to work on their own 
and without the teacher constantly 
looking over their shoulder and telling 
them what to do.  

We are very thankful for the flexibil-
ity that our children, especially our 
grade six and seven students, have 
shown. It has been a strange four 
weeks. They had their new teachers 
for almost two weeks and were just 
starting to get used to them, when 
BOTH of their teachers came down 
with bronchitis and they had to get 
new substitute teachers for almost an 
entire week. The children have done 
a very nice job of rolling with things 
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School is underway... 

As many of you already know, I am a very independent and determined person. When things need 

to be done, I am determined to get them done and get them done well, in spite of my circum-

stances or feelings. Most of you know how much I love to help out other people but will often 

never ask for help for myself; well….I am learning a lot about how God uses other people in our 

lives to provide us with assistance when we need it. In America I am almost never sick, or at least 

I hardly ever admit that I am sick. Well, things are a bit different here. In three months in South 

Africa, I have had a terrible bout with flu, heatstroke, and now bronchitis and each of these things has required me to 

humble myself, admit my weakness, and ask for the assistance or intervention of others. I am very thankful for the 

people God has been using to help meet my physical needs while I have been here. While I hope this is a pattern of 

sickness that does not continue throughout my time here, I am grateful for the things God has been teaching me 

through them. I am weak but He is strong! 

Pictures L to R: Row 1: (7s) Neo & 

Sipho  Row 2: (6s) Prudence & 

Johanna  Row 3: (5s) Shane &  

Lawrence  Row 4 (4s): Kgothatso, 

Masego, Bongani, Gladness, Moeletsi, 

and (Gr. 3) Tebogo. 


