
ing the government to 

trust us enough as an 

organization to register 

our school and child-

care program. Praise the 

Lord that all of those 

issues have been re-

solved and our relation-

ship with people, even 

high in government 

places is strong. Only 

God could have done 

what He has done, what 

an awesome God we 

serve! 

 

Thank you for your con-

tinued interest in Be-

thesda Outreach Minis-

try. It is an encourage-

ment to hear from you 

from time to time. Write 

us when you have a 

chance. 

 

Persevering with great 

joy, 

 

John for the Bethesda 

Team 

Dear Friends of  

Bethesda, 

 

Greetings from the 

beautiful country of 

South Africa. This 

morning at the property 

it is a beautiful day, the 

birds are chirping, and 

in the background I 

hear children’s voices as 

they play at the play-

ground. As I write this 

letter, my heart is filled 

with thankfulness to 

God who bore all of my 

sin, and died in my 

place.  Although I stood 

condemned before Him, 

He suffered all the pain 

and shame because of 

me. What wondrous 

love He has shown for 

you and me! I will never 

cease to be amazed by 

this precious gift and 

for all that He allows us 

to do in our humanness 

for His glory. 

 

My time in South Africa 

has reached the comple-

tion of 6 years and I am 

looking forward to 

what God is going to do 

in the years ahead at 

Bethesda. My expecta-

tions have been ex-

ceeded in so many 

ways. God has given me 

many opportunities of 

which I would have 

never dreamed. As I 

think about all that He 

has done, it brings to 

my mind Ephesians 

3:20, “Now to him who is 

able to do far more abun-

dantly than all that we ask 

or think…” So often, 

there is a picture in our 

minds, a dream, of what 

we would like to see 

happen that would be 

incredibly awesome for 

the glory of God, and 

God chooses to bless 

“far more abundantly” 

than we could ever ask 

or think by surpassing 

those dreams.  

 

Six years ago was the 

start of our journey to 

South Africa to begin to 

put into practice God’s 

mandate of caring for 

the orphans. Some of 

those days were bleak 

as we faced problems 

with rezoning and then 

problems in encourag-
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“Now to Him who is 

able to do far more 

abundantly beyond 

all that we ask or 

think, according to 

the power that 

works within us.” 

Ephesians 3:20 
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through designated agricultural 

funds.  We have been in a stage 

for the past year where we 

couldn’t make any additions of 

grass and gardens until we had 

another water source.  We are 

so thankful for the gift of the 

borehole, and then the gift of 

grass to keep the dust and dirt 

to more of a minimum at our 

administration building.  When 

the East Brandywine team was 

here in August they helped us 

add flower beds to continue 

with the beautification of our 

property.  In addition, we are 

thankful for donors who helped 

us with the beginning of a small 

orchard.  We have been in a 

drought here for many years, 

Praise the Lord with us for 450 

square meters of instant lawn 

that was put down around our 

administration building in the 

second week of January!  This 

grass has been paid for through 

the same sponsorship of ‘ABSA 

Bank – Sesego Cares’ who 

sponsored the drilling and out-

fitting of a borehole, as well as however, what a blessing it was 

to see the skies open up and 

begin to rain the night after we 

put down this grass!  It rained 

continuously for the better part 

of 5 days.  We are rejoicing, 

not only for the beautiful rains 

for our newly planted grass, but 

rejoicing with other South Afri-

cans who are thrilled to have 

this much needed rain.  

Grass, Grass, Grass! 

teaching at our 

staff retreat, and 

engaging in many 

other opportuni-

ties in local 

churches and the 

community.  

Please pray for them as they 

continue with their ministry 

while here in South Africa.  

Soon they head back to the US 

to continue to spread the word 

of Bethesda to churches, indi-

viduals, and organizations. 

The Cryans arrived safe and 

sound in South Africa on January 

11th and will be at Bethesda in a 

training capacity until the 2nd of 

April. We are thankful for the 

ministry that Roger and Carol 

have in the lives of the Bethesda 

team. They have been a huge 

blessing to all since they have 

joined us and have been in-

volved in personal counseling, 

teaching the houseparents dur-

ing continuing education ses-

sions, leading devotional times 

with our administrative staff, 

developing our teaching staff, 

Cryans in South Africa 
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ones and kept our girls busy 

with craft projects. 

Grandpa did what he does best 

by mentoring our boys through 

lots of laughter and hard work.  

At the end of the day, over ice 

cold Cokes, he topped it all off 

by encouraging them to walk 

with the Lord. 

One of Grandpa’s projects while 

he was here was to put in an 

orchard to provide fresh fruits 

for our families.  He and the 

boys worked hard for a couple 

hours at the end of each work-

day.  They dug hole after hole, 

looking for the right soil in 

which to place the 10 precious 

trees.  Once the right locations 

were found, holes were dug so 

deep they even swallowed up 

some of our boys as they 

dug!  Ditches were dug and an 

irrigation system was put 

in.  Special manure bought and 

mixed with special dirt, and lay-

ered into the holes.  The trees 

Remember in your younger days 

when you would wait in antici-

pation for your Grandpa and 

Grandma to arrive for a 

visit?  The anticipation was 

about more than you could bear 

as you knew they would arrive 

with big hugs for you, uncondi-

tional love, and lots of treats 

and good times to share.  These 

were the thoughts and feelings 

all over Bethesda as we all, 

grown ups and kids alike, 

awaited the fourth arrival of 

Grandpa and Grandma Teed 

back in October.  Even the “new 

kids”  that had never met the 

Teeds, were waiting with great 

excitement to meet the ‘madala 

and gogo’ that they had heard so 

much about from their new par-

ents and siblings. They knew 

that they too were now the 

loved grandkids of Grandma and 

Grandpa. 

The much awaited day finally 

arrived, and the Teeds residence 

became a hub of activity.  They 

stayed in an apartment just next 

to the maintenance shop, so 

Grandpa only had to walk 15 

yards and he was already at 

work.  Grandma made use of 

the outdoor picnic area another 

15 yards away to encourage the 

moms, maintenance staff, and 

our grown up boys who enjoy 

coming to visit since they have 

moved off the property.  She 

kept a watchful eye on the little 

were selected with care by 

Grandpa and planted in just the 

right hole for each particular 

fruit tree.  The trees are small, 

still fragile, and need lots of 

care.  The projected first yield 

date is three years from 

now.  That yield of beautiful, 

sweet fruit will only happen if 

we continue to protect and nur-

ture these trees over the next 

three years.   

Isn’t this just like what we do 

with our children?  We, as par-

ents and mentors, are com-

manded in Ephesians 6:4 to 

“raise them up in the nurture 

and admonition of the 

Lord.”  The anticipated yield of 

children is found in Psalm 1:2 & 

3, “But his delight 

is in the law of 

the Lord, and on 

his law he medi-

tates day and 

night.  He is like a 

tree planted by 

streams of water, 

which yields its 

fruit in its season 

and whose leaf 

does not wither, 

whatever he does will prosper.”   

We will not know until eternity 

the extent of the impact 

Grandpa and Grandma Teed 

have had at Bethesda.  Grandpa 

and Grandma, we thank you for 

loving and nurturing us these 

past four years.  We await your 

return with great anticipation! 

Thanks Grandpa and Grandma! 

Grandpa with Rudolf, one of his 

faithful helpers! 
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Rainy Saturdays 

noon of dancing to music, 

movies, and naps. The kids 

had a great time and most of 

them were awake and home 

in time for their lunch. A few 

of them had to eat a late lunch 

because they had fallen asleep 

and didn’t wake up until after-

wards.  

What is there to do on a rainy 

Saturday afternoon at Be-

thesda? Well, if you ask several 

of the children, they will tell 

you, “Hang out at Auntie 

Tonya's house.” A few Satur-

days ago, the rain fell for most 

of the afternoon. So, the Ko-

lokoto children decided to go 

to Tonya’s house for an after-

and train these chil-

dren year after year.  

Our desire is that 

they come to a point 

when they can put 

their complete trust 

in Christ as their per-

sonal Savior. 

staff to celebrate with 

them. This year was 

no different. It was a 

great time of celebra-

tion and a reminder 

to be thankful to God 

for the life that He 

has given each of us. 

We are humbled to 

know the great re-

sponsibility that God 

gives to us to raise 

Birthdays can be such 

fun at Bethesda. Janu-

ary seems to be a 

month full of birth-

days. Dorah and 

Lethabo’s birthdays 

fall on the same day 

and each year Dorah, 

who is part of our 

staff, plans the birth-

day party and invites 

all the children and 

Birthdays at Bethesda 

obtain the best possible price 

for the purchase of a tractor. 

The tractor fund is still short 

and there is still time to send 

your designated gift for the 

tractor. 

After several years and many 

long hours of hard work, we 

will soon be able to retire 

our tractor. Thank you to 

many of you who gave to the 

matching gift fund so that Be-

thesda can purchase a new 

tractor. We will soon be go-

ing to tractor dealers to  

Tractor Fund 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Capital Project Needs 

   Phase 3 Construction: 

      R 1,400,000 ($233,350) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

   Security for Admin Bldg: 

      R 10,000 ($1670) 

 

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

 

 

Opportunities                     Prayer Requests  

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

• Pray that our children 

will desire to give 

Christ first place in 

their lives, desire a 

close relationship with 

Him and walk closely 

with Him all the days 

of their lives. 

• Pray that God will 

grant wisdom in deci-

sion-making as we con-

tinue to develop a 

quality, God-honoring  

education to prepare 

students for eternity. 

• Please pray that the 

Lord will continue to 

give wisdom in abun-

dance as we seek godly 

houseparents as well as 

the children whom 

God desires to live at 

Bethesda. 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Tryphina Matjebe 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Heather Rumley 

Tonya Small 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  
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