
Each Day is a Memory 

More and more I am reminded that each day is 
a precious gift from God. That gift is not  
always what we are expecting, but it is what 
we choose to make of it. We can pout and 
moan because we do not receive the exact gift 
that we wanted or we can find the good in the 
gift that we got. There have been a few  
experiences since I have arrived that have 
tested me in my optimism a bit, but I have tried 
my best to see the good in each day and even 
have the occasional laugh at things that are 
somewhat unconventional. A few examples of 
such days would be… 

While celebrating Christmas with all of the  
Bethesda families, I was stricken with heat 
stroke. It was quite the scary thing for everyone 
around. Fortunately for me, it was not so scary 
because I can not remember it. I am very  
thankful to God for the day and for the people 
that were around. While I was nearly  
unconscious, Heather, Lois, and Ruth were right 
there with me trying to cool me down and help 
me with my breathing, Jacy held my hand to 
keep me calm and Janet and Michele provided 
some comic relief to ease the tension. Looking 
back on the day, I am quite certain that had I 
been anywhere other than where I was, I would 
have ended up in the hospital for the day.  

One other unfortunate event occurred during a 
recent trip to the mall. After shopping, I fool-

ishly set my phone on top of my car 
while I loaded groceries and other 
items into the car. After loading  
everything into the car, I got in and 
drove off, without getting my phone off 
the top. We later discovered that 
someone had gotten my phone and 
was using it. Thankfully we were able 
to block the number so I could save the 
airtime minutes I had paid for and was 
able to retain my phone number. I have 
to buy a new phone now, but things 
could have been much worse.  

Each day is a gift, it is your choice 
whether you bring honour to God with 
the memory of it. 

Tonya Small- Jabulane Christian Academy 

JANUARY 1, 2007 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 4 

A Note From the 

Teacher’s Desk 

Prayer Requests: 

We have many people traveling in the 
month of January. Pray for safe travels 
and quick adjustments to life on  
whichever side of the ocean these 
travels lead.  

Please pray for the students /  
teachers at JCA as we begin our school 
year with many changes from previous 
years.  

Please pray for me as I seek to grow  
spiritually and serve faithfully within a 
new church. 

Jacy has returned to the states. We 
miss her here and are praying the best 
for her as she faces decisions about 
living and working in the states.  

 My support is still about 10%/month 
low. Please pray for support to come in 
and that I would manage the resources 
I have already been in-trusted with 
well.  

Upcoming Events: 

Teacher In-Service 

Days 

1/7 

and 
1/8 

JCA Begins Term 1 1/9 

 

Cryans Arrive from US  

for 3 months 

1/10 

Alyssa Callison  

Arrives from US for 

the year 

1/11 

JCA Parent  

Orientation and  

Information Breakfast 

1/16 

Teeds Return to the US 1/17 

  

A New Church Body 

I am praising God for the gift of a new church body to fellowship with. I was very 
close to having my mind made up on which church I would be a part of while here 
at Bethesda before I even arrived in the country. I spent a few weeks visiting some 
churches and several weeks at the church I was most seriously considering and 
have decided stay at Central Baptist in Pretoria. I had the wonderful privilege of 
meeting the pastor and his wife as well as an elder and his wife during their time 
in the states in October for the Bethesda board meeting. It was a great blessing to 
walk into the church for the first time and already have familiar faces in place. It 
was much like the first time I came to Kossuth and had already met several people 
there.  

I am looking forward to finding ways in which I can serve at Central as well as 
looking forward to getting plugged into some sort of Bible study with other  
members. I have already met several people there including a very nice couple 
from India. I look forward to meeting and fellowshipping with other members of 
Christ’s body.  

Thato and I spent a lot of our day together 

at the Christmas party. He had just had 

teeth pulled and I was feeling the effects of 

my heat stroke. 



dian High Counsel here in South 
Africa to provide wonderful 
gifts for ALL of our children here 
at Bethesda. The children had a 
wonderful time playing games, 
opening presents, and eating all 
the wonderful food that every-
one chipped in to make.  

For the actual Christmas day  
celebration, we Americans  
gathered at the Mixon’s home 
with a few special guests and  
celebrated Christmas much like 
we all would have at home. We 
had a great carry-in meal, sat 
around and fellowshipped, 
opened some presents, and took 
turns phoning our American  
families back home. How is that 
for a Christmas experience 
abroad? 

New Year’s is celebrated with 
quite a lot of excitement over 
here. Many people stay awake 
ALL night and celebrate with 
fireworks (called crickets here) 
and grilling/barbeques (or braai 
as they are called here). I was 
able to celebrate the event with 
two of our Bethesda families. My 
evening was not complete with 
out some dancing, singing, and 
tasting new foods.  

It was very interesting for me to  
experience the Christmas season in a 
different culture than what I am  
accustomed to. Some things were 
very similar to Christmas in the US, 
but there were other things that 
could not have been more different. 
One thing is for sure, Christmas in 
South Africa is definitely a bit hotter 
than Christmas in Indiana.  

Much like in the states, driving in to 
town and going to a shop a few 
days before Christmas is like taking 
your life in your hands. There are 
hundreds of people all around the 
shops and streets at Christmas time 
all buying gifts for friends and loved 
ones. The shops are decorated in 
red, green, and gold. The radios 
play songs like White Christmas, Jin-
gle Bells, O Come All Ye Faithful, and 
so on, even though I am fairly certain 
a white Christmas in South Africa has 
not happened in quite some time.  

The families here do not treat  
Christmas quite like we do in the 
states with all the pomp and  
circumstance, but the children  
certainly enjoy the celebrations and 
the presents, as any child would. We 
were very blessed this year to have 
a group of people from the Cana-
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Next Issue Preview: 

School is underway... 

Interns Arrive... 

How’s the Driving? 

 

Bethesda Field Address: 

Tonya Small 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 0400 

South Africa 

Websites of interest: 

www.tonyasmall.com 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

www.ksbc.net 

www.ebm.org 

Holiday Time in South Africa: Happy Christmas and Happy New Year! 

While many of us would like to go on having fun and not going to school, the 

end of our holiday is rapidly approaching and we will be back in the classroom 

soon. Both Heather and I have spent a good bit of our time over this holiday 

break with planning lessons and cleaning out our class storeroom. We have 

been amazed at all the wonderful supplies that are available to us in the store-

room through the donations of many people. We are excited to make use of our 

resources through the many projects and activities we have planned for the 

school year.  

Teachers are scheduled to return to school on January 7 and the students will 

return on January 9. We are all looking forward to an exciting year together! 

http://www.tonyasmall.com
http://www.bethesdaoutreach.org
http://www.ksbc.net
http://www.ebm.org

