
financially toward con-

struction or the ongo-

ing support of our 

families, I am sincerely 

grateful.  My prayer 

for each of you is that 

you will seek to glorify 

God in each day you 

are given, and be en-

couraged as you praise 

God for what He has 

done in the ministry of 

Bethesda Outreach 

Ministries.  

 

For His glory, 

John, for the Bethesda 

Team 

Greetings and best 

wishes for a Happy 

New Year from South 

Africa!  I trust the year, 

2008, will be filled with 

wonderful opportuni-

ties for you to serve the 

King of kings and Lord 

of lords, inviting oth-

ers to know Him in a 

personal way.  At Be-

thesda, I am anticipat-

ing a New Year packed 

with blessings from 

God as we look for 

ways to serve our Sav-

ior and the people of 

South Africa. 

This past year at Be-

thesda was a tremen-

dous year and we have 

a great deal to be 

thankful for from new 

children, new house-

parents, new staff, 

open doors of ministry, 

God’s blessing and 

provision through fi-

nances, and the list 

goes on.  It is a blessing 

to watch our children 

throughout the year 

grow physically, men-

tally, and spiritually.  

They bring great joy to 

all of us.   

Often it is difficult for 

us to see so many with 

needs all around us as 

we experience the feel-

ing of helplessness 

when we aren’t able to 

do what we think we 

could or should do to 

help.  However, we 

must remember that 

there will be needs 

everywhere in this 

world and by God’s 

grace and for His glory 

we will do what we 

can in 2008 to rejoice 

when God opens the 

door and allows us the 

opportunity to help.  

I thank God daily for 

His continued and 

abundant provisions 

for Bethesda.  For each 

of you who have 

prayed for the ministry 

of Bethesda or given 
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“Religion that God 

our Father accepts as 

pure and faultless    

is this:                      

To look after         

orphans and widows 

in their  distress,  

and to keep oneself 

from being polluted 

by the world.” 

James 1:27 
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The teachers were busy at a teacher conference this week as they learn and 

prepare for the children to arrive in the classrooms.   All of the teachers pre-

pared their rooms, planned their subjects, studied curriculum and were ready 

for the children to enter their classrooms.  We praise the Lord for the dedica-

tion of our teachers and the willingness to teach and train our children, not 

only in the academic subjects but also in godliness so that our children will 

know that Christ-like living is a way of life. 

Jabulane Christian Academy 

many supporters who 

generously gave spe-

cial gifts of love so 

that our children, par-

ents, and staff could 

enjoy the Christmas 

festivities.  One of 

our housemothers, 

Lenah Phago, said 

with great emotion 

in her voice as she 

watched her children 

open some of their 

gifts, “the children are 

so happy, please send 

our appreciation to 

those who gave so 

much.” 

There was great joy 

as our children cele-

brated Christ’s birth 

at our annual Christ-

mas party.  The cele-

bration was a blessing 

to all who were able 

to attend.  The focus 

of the party was 

gratefulness for the 

Christmas at Bethesda 
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Mama Lois asked Prudence what she learned during her first day of school.  She 

replied, “I learned that it is important to put other’s first and how to do it.” 

Prudence Goes Back to School 

our children were busy making 

crafts to sell in the future. Janet 

Cooper, long-time friend of Be-

thesda, and our own Tonya Small, 

organized two days of crafts for 

the children. They accomplished 

several goals through the en-

deavor; teaching the children to 

work with their hands, taking time 

to do their work well, and provid-

ing learning opportunities for the 

children to learn the meaning of 

being an entrepreneur. They 

made beautiful occasional cards, 

beaded necklaces, and paper 

weights. We look forward to 

what they will make in the future. 

Over the school holiday some of 

Crafty Children 
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school and that it would 

soon be her birthday.  

Lethabo said that she 

couldn’t wait until her 

birthday as long as 

Mommy didn’t change the 

day again.  Primrose in-

quired of Lethabo what 

she meant by that. 

Lethabo, the youngest 

child in the Phago family 

is looking forward to 

soon turning 6 years old 

and beginning school for 

the first time.  Mama 

Primrose was chatting 

with Lethabo about the 

excitement of starting 

Lethabo responded indig-

nantly, by saying that “my 

birthday was on Tuesday 

last year and the year 

before it was on Monday.  

Mommy said she is mak-

ing it on Wednesday this 

year.”   

From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children  From the Lips of Children      

She later found out that there 

were many problems in that 

placement and began searching 

for another place for the chil-

dren.  She contacted Bethesda 

and found that there were 

openings and made the decision 

to move the children.  Maria and 

Stephen have faced many prob-

lems throughout their short 

lives; but with God’s help, their 

new mommy and daddy, Fritz 

and Masello Shikwambane, have 

begun to instill into these pre-

cious children a knowledge of 

the One who created them 

uniquely for His purpose.  The 

Maria, age 7 and Stephan age 5 

were looking after themselves as 

their mother and father both 

found comfort in alcohol.  Of-

ten, their parents found them-

selves sick and were often too 

sick to care for the children 

properly.  A concerned 

neighbor sought the help of a 

social worker and she made the 

decision that the children 

needed to be cared for prop-

erly.  Unfortunately, the social 

worker heard about a new chil-

dren’s home that was starting 

and decided to place the chil-

dren at that children’s home.  

children 

are ad-

justing 

very well 

and enjoying the opportunity to 

be free of much of the responsi-

bility they’ve known until now in 

their short lives.   Please pray 

that these children will come to 

personally know Christ Jesus as 

their Savior, desire to give Him 

first place in their lives, and de-

sire a close relationship with 

Him and others.  

Maria and Stephen Find a New Family 

New House Update 

We are getting closer and closer to the goal to build 

another childcare unit. Please continue to pray that 

more funds will come in to make it possible for 

more children to come to live at Bethesda and re-

ceive the loving care, encouragement, and nurturing 

from a godly mother and father. 



Email: bethesda-temba@boi.org 

 

South African Details: 

Plot 13 Klipdrift 

PO Box 2643 

Hammanskraal 

0400 

Phone: 012 711 0087 

Fax: 012 711 3472 

Bank Details: 

Standard Bank, Brooklyn 

Branch Code: 011245 

Account Name: Temba Bethesda 

Outreach 

Account Number: 011818743 

 

United States Details: 

Evangelical Baptist Missions 

Bethesda Outreach 

PO Box 781438 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46278 

Phone: 317 872 4488 

Fax: 317 872 4489 

For U.S. online giving, go to  

www.ebm.org  

Bethesda Outreach, a ministry of Evangelical Baptist Missions, was born 

in October of 2000 out of a desire to show compassion to children in Af-

rica who had been orphaned by AIDS.   

Bethesda’s mission is to encourage and assist the local church in meeting 

the needs of orphan children that they may become disciples of Christ.  

That mission is accomplished through Bethesda’s Children’s Village, Or-

phan Care Resource Centre, and Hands of Mercy Ministry.   

Bethesda Outreach Ministries is registered as a non-profit organization. 

For more information, please visit our website at 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org. 

 

Capital Project Needs 

   Phase 3 Construction: 

      R 1,400,000 ($233,350) 

   Village Road Construction: 

      R 480,000 ($80,000) 

   Combie (2 needed): 

      R 220,000 ($36,670)/each 

   Tractor with Equipment: 

      R 120,000 ($20,000) 

   Security for Admin Bldg: 

      R 10,000 ($1670) 

 

Children’s Home Needs 
(for donors living in South Africa) 

   Non-perishable food items 

 

 

Opportunities                     Calendar of Events  

Compassionate Care for African Orphans 

We’re on the Web! 

www.bethesdaoutreach.org 

7 January:  

School beings 

 

16 January:  

Parent Orientation Breakfast 

 

Continuing Education with 

Roger Cryan 

 

 

Managerial Staff: 

John & Lois Mixon 

Klaas Mashabela 

Michele Geurink 

Ruth Rising 
 

Houseparent Supervisor: 

Fritz Shikwambane 
 

Houseparents:  

Elias & Mamitjie Matjeni 

Jones  & Lenah Phago 

Fritz & Masello Shikwambane 

Frans & Salome Manaka 

John & Primrose Kolokoto 
 

Houseparent Assistant: 

Christinah Moagi 
 

Maintenance/Grounds: 

Elvis Raphakgadi 

Dorah Maluri 
 

Teachers: 

Elizabeth Maboea 

Tryphina Ledwaba 

Tonya Small 

Heather Rumley 

 

BETHESDA  

OUTREACH  

MINISTRIES 


